
Records of the 2d Church in Yarmouth – the East Precinct now Dennis
{Info about the Sears family Extracted and Transcribed by Ray Sears, PO Box 127, Osterville, MA

02655, 2 Dec 1998 using the integral symbol, ∫, to simulate the “long s” unicode symbol U017F –
[information in square brackets] is by S P May}

[Copied word for word & line for line in the order as in original; and carefully compared by Samuel P
May]
By Mr Josiah Dennis  ordained Jun 22 1727 d Aug 31 1763
admissions – 159(Jun 22 1727 to Oct 4 1761)  Baptisms-500(Jun 25 1727 to January 17xx)

By Mr Nathan Stone Oct 17 1764 d Apr 26 1804
Admissions-209(Dec 16 1764 to Oct 16 1805) Baptisms-843(Nov 18,1764 to Jan 10 1804)

By Mr Caleb Holmes Jan 1st 1805 d Mar 21 1813
Admissions-40(Feb 18 1805 to Aug 1809) Baptisms-111(Dec 2, 1804 to Oct 15, 18??)

By Mr Joseph Haven July 27, 1814 resigned March 1826
Admissions-96 Baptisms-209

By Mr Daniel Stearns
Oct 5 1826 resigned Apr 16, 1838

15 members dismissed to ashfield 1780-1800
29 members dismissed to other places
Rev Mr Wolcut
Rev Mr White
Rev Mr Maynard?
Rev Mr Chandler?

I[In Mr Dennis handwriting]
The Church was Gathered In the ea∫t precinct of Yarmouth and the fir∫t pa∫tor ordained June ye 22d 1727 –
when the∫e who were fir∫t embodied entred Into and Sub∫cribed the following Covenant- Scit:[?] we who∫e
names are hereunto Sub∫cribed apprehending our Selves called of God Into the Church State of the Gosple
Do first of all confe∫s our Selves inwardly to be So highly favored of the Lord; and admire that free and
Rich Grace of his which triumphs over So Great unworthine∫s and there with an humble Reliance on the
aids of Grace therein promi∫sed to them that In a Sense of their Inability to Do any Good thing Do humbly
wait on him for all needful Supplyes:  we now thankfully lay hold on his Covenant and Desire to Cause the
things that please him – here then we Do In the fir∫t place Declare our Serious Belief – of the Chri∫tian
Religion as contained In the Sacred Scripture and with such a view thereof as the confe∫∫ion of faith in our
Churches has exhibited heartily Re∫olving to conform our Lives unto the Rules of that holy Religion as
Long as we Live In this world – we give up our Selves unto the Lord Jehovah who is the father the Son and
the holy spirit and xxnch him this Day to Be our God our father and Redeemer: our Sanctifier Guide and
Comforter: and accept of the one God in three performs as our portion for ever:  we Give up our Selves
unto the Ble∫∫ed Je∫us who is the Lord Jehovah and adhere to him as the head of his people In the Covenant
of Grace:  and trust In him as our prophet prie∫t and King to Bring us unto Eternal Bli∫∫fulne∫s:  we
acknowledge our Indi∫pen∫able obligations to Glorify our God In all the Duties of a Sober Righteous and
Godly Life and more particularly In Such as concern a church State and a Body of people a∫∫ociated for an
obedience to him In all the ordinances of the Gosple:  and we thereupon Depend upon hid Gracious
a∫∫i∫tance for as faithful Di∫charge of the Duties this Encumbent on us: we De∫ire and Intend (Relying on
Divine a∫∫i∫tance) and al∫o engage to walk together as a Church of our Lord Je∫us Chri∫t In the faith and
order of the Go∫ple So far as we Shall have our Duty made known unto us:  con∫cientiou∫ly attending the
publick wor∫hip of God the Sacraments of the new te∫tament and the Di∫cipline of his Kingdom together
with all other Divine In∫titutions In Communion with one another:  and watchfully avoiding Sinful



Stumbling Blocks and Contentions as Becomes a people whom the Lord had Bound up together In the
Bundle of Life- att the Same time we Do al∫o pre∫ent our off∫pring with us unto the Lord propo∫ing with his
help to train them up in his fear So as that they may Be a Led to Serve him and such a Generation as may
be accounted Righteous in his Sight – and all this we Re∫olve upon by Divine a∫∫i∫tance of our many errors
– and praying that the Glorious Lord who is the Great Shepherd and Bi∫hop of Souls would preface and
Strengthen us unto every Good work to do his will  working In us that which is well pleasing In his sight:
to whom Be Glory In the church throughout all ages amen - - -- - - - - Sub∫cribed By
Jo∫iah Denis – pa∫tor               Judah Hall
Jo∫eph Hall – Deacon               John Paddock
Jo∫eph Howes Senior               Jo∫eph Hall Junr
John Nichol∫on                        Jo∫eph Burge Junr
Jo∫eph Burge                           Daniel Hall

p.2
Augu∫t ye 4th the fir∫t Lecture was held In this part of the town as a preparation for the Sacrament – and a
Sermon preached from this word, In the 4th of Amo∫ and ye 12th prepare to meet thy God oh I∫rael- - -

Augu∫t ye 6th the Sacrament of the Lords Supper was fir∫t admini∫tered In this Church when the following
Sifters Being Di∫mi∫∫ed a few Days Before from the Church in the other part of the town were Received
Into Communion and fellowship with this – namely – Deborah Paddack – Mary Paddack – Elizabeth
Paddack – Mehitabel Cro∫by –Mary Hall – Keziah Eldred – Sarah Howes – Dorcas Howes – Sarah Howes
– Su∫annah Howes – Lydia Howes – Thoma∫in Burge – Elizabeth Nickol∫on – Sarah Burge – Elizth Burge
– Hanah Sears – Mercy Sears – pricilla Sears – Sarah Sears – Rebecca Paddack – Mehitable Hall – Mary
Hall – Mehitable Hall – Mary Hall – Mehitable Hall – Rebecca Hall – and Lydia Hall – and al∫o two other
women who were Inhabitants of the We∫t precinct – and till then only children of the church – Did then
Renew their covenant By Joyning with this – namely priscilla Gorham wife of Jo∫iah Gorham – and
Elizabeth Whelden wife of Thomas Whelden - - -

p. 18 by Mr Stone

1764
Decmbr 16  *Willard Sears1 Received into full Communion with the Chh of Chri∫t in this place.  Being the
fir∫t per∫on after my settling in this place
1765
August 4  *Hannah Sears4, + Martha Berry5 received into full Communion with our chh
1767
Augu∫t 2 # Nathaniel Sears27 Jur Received into full communion
p.19
1770
October 14  # Mary Sears 49 wife of Zachariah Sears was admitted to full communion with this chh
1774
March 20 Stephen 65 Sears + # 66 Lydia his wife were admitted to full communion with this chh
p.20
June 12 Abigail78 Sears wife of Jonathan Sears was admitted into this chh
1775
April 23 Hannah89 Sears wife of Edmund Sears Jur was admited to full communion
April 30 Roland90 Sears + Thankful91 his wife as alfo Huldah92 Baker were admitted to full communion
with this chh
1776
Sept 1 Prifcilla108 Sears wife to Daniel Sears was admitted into this chh
1787
January 28  Sarah136 wife of Stephen Sears jur was admitted into this chh
p.21
1788 Augt 3 # Sarah 147 wife of Joshua Sears was admitted into this chh



p.22
1790
Jan 10  Bethiah154 wife of Edward Sears was admitted into this chh
July 25 Keziah156 wife of Jos Sears Jur was admitted into this chh
1792
Oct. 21 Marcy164 wife of Elkanah Sears was admitted into this chh
1793
June 9 Thankful 166 wife of Jos Sears was admitted into this chh
1794
Sept 14  De∫ire171 wife of Noah Sears + Bath∫heba Hall were admitted into this chh
1795
Augt 2  Mary 177 Sears wife of Chri∫topher Sears was admitted into this chh
p.23
1796
July 10  Sally 179 wife of Isaac Sears was admitted into this chh
1798
May 16  Mehetabel 183 wife of John Sears was admitted into this Chh in private
1799
July 7  Nathanail184 Sears was admitted into this Chh in private
1800
Sept 14 Marcy187 Sears was admitted into this Chh
1801
June 21  John 188 Sears + Kezia189 his wife were admitted into this Chh
Oct 25  Sally 191 wife of Judah Sears was admitted into this Chh
1802
March 28 Jacob 192 Sears and his wife193 were admitted into this Chh
April 8 Judah 194 Sears was admitted into this Chh
1803
Sept 24 Olive200 wife of Heman Sears was admitted into this Chh in private
p. 24 by Mr Holmes
1806
Aug 21  Mary27 wife of Doct Horton + also Kezia wife28 of Larned Sears were admitted into this Chh
1807
June 21 Paul30 Sears  + his wife31 were admitted
p.26
1809
July 24 Admitted into the church Edmund36 Sears also Mercy the wife of Daniel Hall who was baptised
also Jeremiah Downs + Elizabeth his wife he was was baptised.
p.27
Dennis May 24th 1798
Received of Deacon Stephen Sears, the sum of Twenty Six Dollars, Sixty six cents and 7 mills, in behalf of
the Church in So Dennis, it being the fourteenth part of Three Hundred Seventy three Dollars, thirty three
cents + three mills.  Due to said Church from Doctor Abner Herfey, Donation – I say received by me.
Nathan Stone

Nov 1 1800 Dennis
Received of Deacon Steven Sears the sum of Thirteen Dollars and nine cents + three mill in behalf of the
Chh in So Dennis – it being this proportionable part of this due from Doctor Abner Her∫ey, Donation to So
Chh – I say Received by me Nathan Stone
p.29
by Mr Stone
November 18 1764 Baptized Edmund44 Sears Child named Temperance1

1765
February 17  Baptized the Children of Willard49 Sears whose names were as follows-
Edward2 Mary3 Ruben4 Ebenezer5 Willard6

June 9 Baptized Seth18 son to John Sears + Priscilla his wife



October 13 Baptized Nathanael Sears Daughter Jerusha25 and Heman Robins son Howes
December 1 Baptized Su∫annah27 Daughter to Willard Sears + Margerie his wife
1766
Septembr 28  Baptized Nathan41 Son to Micaiah Sears
1767
March 22  Baptized Hannah57 Daughter to Edmund Sears
May 24  Baptized Ach∫ah Daughter to Nathanael Sears Senr
p.30
1768
January 25 Baptized Nathanael Sears Senr Daughter Sarah70 in his own hou∫e
March 27 Baptized Deacon Sears Son Seth72

1770
March 18 Baptized Nathanael Sears Jur son Rufus124

p.31
1772
Augu∫t 16 Baptized Deacon Sears Daughter Kezia178

p.32
1773
July 4  Baptized Ann191 Daughter to Micajah Sears
1774
March 20  Baptized Stephen199 Sears as also the Children of the sd Stephen + Lydia his wife – who∫e names
are as follows.  Barnabas200, Thankful201, Kezia202, Stephen203, Prifsilla204 + Lydia205

Sept 25 Baptized Barnabas 232 xxxxx son to Jonathan Sears + Abigail his wife
1775
May 7 Baptized Alden254 son of Roland Sears + Thankful his wife
May 14 Baptized Jacob255 + Judah256 Children of Edmund + Hannah Sears
Oct 22  Baptized Henry262 son to Micajah Sears + Ann his wife
Novmbr 5 Baptized Alvan265 son to Roland Sears + Thankful his wife
1776
March 24 Baptized #Mary268 Daughter to Edmund Sears + Hannah his wife
Oct 27 Baptized Kezia283, Rhoda284 + Dinah285 Children of the widow Prifcilla Sears
Novbr 10 Prifcilla287 Daughter to Widow Pri∫cilla Sears Baptized per Mr Dun∫ter
1777
March 16 Baptized Marcy296 Daughter to Daniel Sears + Pri∫cilla his wife
April 6 Jonathan302 Sears son to Jonathan Sears + Abigail his wife was Baptized per Mr Alden
May 18 Roland303 son to Roland Sears + Thankful his wife was Baptized per Mr Hilliard
1778
Jan.4 Baptized Paul314 son of Edmund Sears + Hannah his wife
p.36
1780
Jan 2 Baptized Freeman351 son to Jona Sears + Abigail  his wife
Feb 27 Baptized …  Marcy355 Daughter to Roland Sears + Thankful his wife
July 30 Baptized Sally362 Daughter to Edmund Sears + Hannah his wife
1782
April 7 Baptized Elifabeth389 Daughter to Roland Sears + Thankful his wife
p.37
Sept 8 Baptized Zerviah404 Daughter to Edmund Sears + Hannah his wife
1783
Oct 26 Baptized Benjamin418 son to Roland Sears + Thankful his wife
Nov 23 Hepzibah421 Sears Daughter to Jona Sears + Abigail his wife Baptized per Mr Mellus?
p.38
1785
July 3 Baptized Molly446 Atwood Daughter to Edmund Sears + Hannah his wife
1786



May 8 Baptized Anna462, + Huldah463 children of the wife of Micajah Sears which she had by her former
husband Bangs.
Oct:22 Baptized # Thankful470 Daughter of Roland Sears + Thankful his wife
1787
Jan.28 Baptized Elifabeth476 Daughter of Stephen Sears Jur + Sarah his wife
July 22 Hannah500 Daughter to Edmund #Sears + Hannah his wife …  were baptized per Mr Whitman
1788
April 27 Baptized Sylvefter524 son to Roland Sears + Thankful his wife
p.40
Augu∫t 3 Baptized Prifcilla536 Daughter to Stephen Sears Jur and Sally his wife
Augt 10 Rebekah540, Jo∫hua541, + Lot Children of Jo∫hua Sears and Sarah his wife, …  were baptized per Mr
Parker [looks like Parker]
1789
May 3 Baptized Ezra566 son to Jo∫hua Sears + Sarah his wife
1790
May 23 Baptized Pri∫ica581 Daughter to Edmund Sears + Hannah his wife
May 30 Baptized Edward582 son to Edward Sears + Bethia his wife
p.41
Augt 1 Baptized Prince584, + Perfis585 Children of Jos Sears Jur + Keziah his wife
Augt 15 Baptized Barnabas588 son to Stephen Sears Jur + Sarah his wife
1791
March 6 Baptized … + Olive603 daughter to Jos Sears Jr + Kezia his wife
Augt 7 Baptized Bet∫y619 Daughter to Jo∫hua Sears + Sarah his wife
Oct: 2 Baptized Samuel622 son to Edward Sears + Bethiah his wife
p.42
1792
June 10 Edmund635 son to Edmund Sears + Hannah his wife .. were Baptized by Mr Alden
Oct 21 Baptized March647 wife of Elkanah Sears
Nov. 4 Baptized Lydia648 Daughter to Stephen Sears Jur + Sally his wife
Nov:11 Baptized Sarah650, + Tempe651 children of Elkanah Sears + Mary his wife
1793
March 10 Baptized Thoma∫in656 Daughter to Edward Sears + Bethiah his wife
June 16 Baptized the children of Jos Sears and Thankful his wife, the fir∫t was her Daughter that she had by
her fir∫t hu∫band Henry Howes, Rebecca662, Zachariah663, Henry664, Hitty665, Zebina666 + Joseph667

p.43
1795
May 10 Baptized John719 son to Edward Sears + Bethiah his wife
Oct 18 Baptized Eli∫ha723 son to Eli∫ha Sears
           George724 son to Jo∫hua Sears + Olive his wife as also
        Chriftopher725, Mary726, William727, and Nancy728 Children to Chri∫topher Sears and mary his wife.
Nov.8 Baptized Hepzibah730 Daughter to Seth Sears
1796
Jan.10 Baptized Baptized Bet∫y731 Daughter of Jos Sears Jur + Kezia his wife
Jun 19 Baptized Peter735 son to Jos Sears and Thankful his wife
July 10 Baptized Sally wife of Isaac Sears and their children Mulford[?]737, Patty738 + Eldred739 In private
Sept 25 Baptized Eunice741 Daughter to Chri∫topher Sears + Mary his wife
1797
March 26 Baptized Ephraim743 x son to Eli∫hua Sears + Phebe744 Daughter to Seth Sears
May 8 Baptized Nabby745 Daughter to Joshua Sears + Olive his wife
May 14 Su∫annah746 Daughter to Edward Sears + Bethiah his wife was Baptized by Mr Alden
June 11th Sophronia Daughter of Dea Stephen Sears
July 2 Baptized Lucy757 Daughter to Elkanah Sears + Marcy his wife
p.44
1798



July 1th(?8) Alfred762[Almond should be] son to Stephen Sears Jur + Sally his wife was baptized by Mr
Underwood
Oct 14 Baptized Prifcilla764 Daughter to Seth Sears
1799
May 5 Baptized Clarifsa768 Daughter to Joshua Sears + Olive his wife
June 23 Baptized Elifabeth771 Daughter of Chriftopher Sears + Mary his wife
July 7 Baptized Vienna772 Daughter to Edward Sears + Bethiah his wife
Augt 11 Baptized Sears773, and Benjamin774 sons that Gorham Baker wife had by her hufband Mathews
1800
Jany 12th  Bethiah daughter to Eli∫ha Sears was Baptized per Mr Alden.
April2d Baptized Elkanah782 + Thomas783 twin children of Elkanah Sears and marcy his wife
May 18th Baptized Stephen786 son to Stephen Sears Jur + Sally his wife as also Seth787 son to Seth Sears
1801
Jan 11th Baptized Ruben Clarke788 son to Joshua Sears + Olive his wife
Augt 16 Baptized Lucinda794 Daughter of Chri∫topher Sears + Mary his wife
Oct 25 Baptized Sally795 wifeof Judah Sears and Bethany796 their Daughter
p. 45
Nov 15 Baptized Mehitta797 Daughter of John Sears + Kezia his wife
Dec 27 Baptized Jo∫eph Hamblen799 son of Jos Sears Jur + Kezia his wife
1802
Jan 10 Baptized Roland800 son to Lieut Jos Sears + Thankful his wife
Mar 28 Baptized Linda803 [Belinda] Daughter of Seth Sears
April 25  Baptized David803 and nathan Foster805 children of Jacob Sears
July 18 Baptized Eben.807 son to Judah Sears + Sally his wife
Augt 29 Con∫tant809 son to Eli∫ha Sears was Baptized by Mr Simpkins
Sept 19 Baptized  Jacob810 son to Jacob Sears
1803
March 20 Baptized Calvin815 son to Jo∫hua Sears + Olive his wife
Sept 24 Baptized Hannah826 + Huldah827 children of Heman Sears and Olive his wife in private
Oct 23 Baptized ?Luther832 son to Seth Sears
p.46
Baptized by Mr Waterman [By Mr Holmes]
Dec 2 1804 Stephen1 son of Stephen Sears Jur … baptized for Mr Simpkins
Jan 2 1805 Baptized Judah4 son of Judah Sears + Sally his wife
March 3 Baptized Elizabeth8 daughter of Jacob Sears
April 7 Baptized Mark10 son of Seth Sears
Oct 20 Baptized Olive31 daughter of Joshua + Olive Sears
p.47
Feb 23 Baptized Lot54 son of Chri∫topher + Mary Sears
May 3 Baptized Sarah57 Daughter of of Noah + Desire Sears
Dec 21 Baptized Zenas66 child of Judah Sears + Sally his wife
Dec 28 Baptized [Elizabeth F]67 child of Jacob Sears + his wife
1807
Aug 2 Baptized Dean78 son of Paul Sears
p.49
1752 [By Mr Dennis]
April 5 this Day Jonathan Sears his Daughter Elizabeth1 was Baptized
Auguft 9 this Day Lieutenant Sears his son 5Zachariah and John Sears his son Freeman6 were Baptized
Auguft 30 this Day Daniel Sears his son 7Enos was Baptized
1753
July 22 this Day Edmund Sears his son 25Jo∫hua was Baptized
1754
July 28 this Day Zechariah Sears his Daughter 32hannah was Baptized
1755
March 30 this Day Judah Sears his Daughter 40Sarah was Baptized



Augu∫t 3 this Day John Sears his son 45freeman was Baptized
1756
p.50
augu∫t 2 this Day Edmund Sears his son 52Chri∫topher and …  were Baptized
augu∫t 29 this Day Zechariah Sears his son 54Jo∫eph was Baptized
1757
May 8 this Day John Sears his Daughter 59tam∫en was Baptized
July 10 this Day Nathaniel Sears his 2 Daughters 64Deborah and 65Jerusha[?] were Baptized
1759
March 21 this Day John Sears his Daughter 80Thoma∫in was Baptized
1761
april 12 this Day Micajah Sears his Daughter 93Lavina was Baptized
May 3 this Day John Sears his Daughter 95Bethia and Edmund Sears 96Mercy were Baptized
p.51
1762
April 25 this Day Nathaniel Sears his son 111Lot was Baptized
1763
Augt 21 This Day Baptized 119Lucy Daughter of John Sears
Sometime in Augu∫t 1764 122Molly Daughter to Micajah Sears + Anna his wife was Baptized
p.52 [by Mr Stone]
Translations to other Chh
1795
April 12 Roland28 Sears and Thankful29 his wife were Di∫mi∫sed from this, and Recommended to the chh in
Hawley
179[blot]
Dec 16 Thankful38 wife of Peter Sears, ws Di∫mi∫sed from this and recommended to the chh in A∫hfield
199
Nov 10 Abigail39 wife of Jonathan Sears was di∫mi∫sed from this chh and recommended to the chh in
A∫hfield.
p.55 East Yarmouth [by Mr Dennis]
An account of the admitted Into the Church Since it was fir∫t gathered
1728 May ye 5th The following per∫ons were admitted Into the Church namely … 22pri∫cilla wife of Seth
Sears
June ye 28d this Day the following per∫ons were  admitted Into this Church namely 23Paul Sears- 24 John
Sears- 25Seth Sears - …  - 32pri∫cilla Sears Junior
p.56
1735
Augu∫t 3 this Day 67Ruth Sears wife of Joseph Sears Junior was taken into Being Di∫missed
from the Church In Harwich
May 16 this Day 68Grace Sears [wife of John Sears] was taken into this Church
1736
Augu∫t 8 this Day …  and Abigail84 Sears [wife of Stephen Sears] was taken into this church
1738
Sept 17 this Day 74Eli∫ha Sears, 75Betty Sears and 76Mercy Berry were admitted
1739
Augu∫t 5  this Day 84John Sears and 85Deborah his wife were were admitted.
1742
May 16 this Day 91Daniel Sears 92Barnabas Crosby were admitted and their wives al∫o att the same time
with them
June 29 this Day 96Jo∫eph Sears the third and his si∫ter 97Bethiah Howes were admitted Into this Church
p.57
1745
March 31 this Day 110Samuel Sears was admitted Into this church
May 12 this Day 111Edmund Sears and 112Hannah his wife was admitted
1750



augu∫t 5 this Day 119Zechariah Sears + 120Mehitable his wife …  were admitted Into this Church
1757
May 19 this Day 129Pri∫cilla Sears wife of Jonathan Sears was admitted
1757
July 3 this day 144Deborah Sears wife of Nathaniel Sears and 145Lydia the wife of Samuel Eldred were
admitted into this Church
Auguft 14 this Day 146Phebe Sears[wife of Nathaniel] and Capt Howes ??? 147Mercy were admitted
1760
Sept 28 this Day + 156Ann Sears wife of Micajah Sears was admitted
p.58
[by Mr Dennis]
1727
June ye 25th An account of the Children Baptized in this Church since it was fir∫t gathered 1a daughter of
Eli∫ha Hall named Elizabeth + a son of Ebezer Sears named 2Hezekiah
Novmb 19th a child of John Sears was Baptized named 13Bethia
1728
May ye 12th were Baptized four children …  and one of Seth Sears called 32Roland.
Sept ye 22d this Day a child of of Seth Sears was Baptized 56Thomazin
1728/9
January ye 26th this Day one child of Ebenezer Sears called 59Hezekiah was Baptized
1730?
January 3 this Day Seth Sears his Daughter 85Pri∫cilla was baptized
p.60
1731
October 2 this Ebezer Sears his son 95Thomas was Baptized
February 27 this Day Samuel Sears his son 97Nathaniel was Baptized

[The remainder of the 1st book containing Baptisms by Mr Dennis to April 5, 1752 + probably dismissals to
1764 is lost.

The preceding copy is word for word, and line for line of the original.

During the time of service of some ministers there occur occasional blanks, and probably some entries are
omitted at this time, and not afterwards written.

Copied and compared with the original in possession of Hiram Hall, Dennis by
Samuel P May
Newton, Ma∫s Feb 25, 1886]


